
RESOLUTION NO. 20- 

 

RESOLUTION IMPLORING GOVERNOR CUOMO TO RESCIND THE PORTION OF 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 202.14 WHICH PERMITS THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO 

SEIZE AND REDISTRIBUTE VENTILATORS AND PERSON PROTECTIVE 

EQUIPMENT FROM PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS AND HOSPITALS 

 

By:  Brennan 

 

Seconded by: 

 

 WHEREAS, Governor Cuomo signed Executive Order 202.14 permitting the State of 

New York (the “State”) to seize from private institutions and hospitals from all over the state, 

including Chemung County, all ventilators, personal protective equipment (“PPE’s”), and other 

medical equipment deemed “needed” by the State, for the State to shift and redistribute to 

facilities that “need” this medical equipment; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Chemung County is a rural county, sparsely populated with only 88,000 

residents and covers a vast geographic area which severely hampers the ability of service 

providers and medical facilities/providers to respond quickly to medical emergencies; distances 

are too great and communication capabilities are limited; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  Chemung County has extremely limited medical facilities with few 

hospitals and a limited pool of doctors, nurses and other healthcare providers who are already 

taxed and overextended in providing everyday care, and are in jeopardy of being severely 

overburdened by the COVID-19 crisis; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Chemung County and its hospitals are committed to cooperating with pleas 

for sharing its equipment and resources; the hospitals have done so and will continue to do so; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Chemung County has an extremely limited and meager supply of 

ventilators, medical equipment and PPE’s which will be gravely inadequate and insufficient to 

provide for the protection and care of our medical providers, law enforcement, first responders 

and its general populous should the State take what it decides our community does not “need”; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is imperative that Chemung County retain control of its already meager 

stock of ventilators, PPE’s and medical equipment in order to protect the lives of its residents; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, insufficient stockpiles of supplies of ventilators, PPE’s and medical 

equipment at the State and Federal level and among manufacturers make it impossible for 

Chemung County to replenish any supplies that are used or taken; and 

 

 WHEREAS, if ventilators, PPE’s and medical equipment in Chemung County are 

redistributed to other areas in New York State, Chemung County can foreseeably be left with 

nothing with which to care for the lives of its residents and when these assets are immediately 

needed, as time is always of the essence in emergency situations, seeking equipment to fill the 

void at that time will be too little, and too late for many; and 

 



 WHEREAS, the Chemung County Legislature recognizes the dire conditions that exist 

and are forecast in the New York City metropolitan area, however, this county’s healthcare 

system needs to retain these meager assets, and for them to be redistributed would result in a 

medical disaster; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the authority of the Governor of the State of New York to rely upon New 

York Executive Law §29-a as giving him authority to seize private property is questionable at 

best, and probably illegal, as private property rights are protected by the United States and New 

York State Constitutions, while Executive Law §29-a makes the Governor’s emergency powers 

“subject to the State Constitution, the Federal Constitution and Federal Statutes; now, therefore, 

be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Chemung County Legislature vehemently and with strongest 

conviction and force, implores Governor Andrew M. Cuomo to rescind that part of Executive 

Order 202.14 permitting the seizure and redistribution of ventilators, PPE’s and other medical 

equipment from our private institutions and hospitals to other areas of the State, as to do so will 

leave the medical professionals in Chemung County with no ability to treat patients 

appropriately, and will most definitely result in unavoidable and unnecessary casualty;  and, be 

it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Chemung County Legislature asks instead that Governor Cuomo 

demand from the Federal Government ventilators and PPE’s and that all New York counties join 

in his request; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED,  that while the Chemung County Legislature recognizes the server and dire 

situation in some parts of the State and appreciates the Governor’s tireless and valiant effort in 

dealing with this unprecedented state of emergency, Chemung County cannot stand idle and 

watch its assets be stripped and taken to other areas of the State; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED,  that while we are all New Yorkers, Chemung County simply does not 

have the resources to spare and cannot put its populous in jeopardy; and, be if further 

 

 RESOLVED,  that Chemung County is strongly requesting that all other rural counties in 

similar situations and all other counties throughout the state join with us in solidarity to seek to 

prevent this redistribution; and, be it further  

 

 RESOLVED,  that the Clerk of the Chemung County Legislature is hereby authorized 

and directed to immediately send certified copies of this Resolution to: Governor Andrew M. 

Cuomo, Senator Thomas F. O’Mara, Assemblymen Christopher S. Friend, Ph.d, and Philip A. 

Palmesano, Senate Majority Leader, Senate Minority Leader, and the Board of 

Supervisors/Legislature of every county in New York State. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


